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Fletcher Adelaide Hills Nebbiolo 2010 Sunday, Sep 25 2011 · 
By Mike Bennie 
Dave Fletcher pretty much contacted me out of the blue to send forth his nebbiolo wines but I had heard gentle rumblings about them. Fletcher makes four nebbiolos under this label, with three from Australia (Adelaide Hills, Pyrenees, King Valley [sparkling]) and one from Piedmont (Barbaresco), Italy. His winemaking career has seen him grape fiddling in France, Italy, USA, Australia and the mighty, wine producing powerhouse of Kazakhstan. He has set his sights on nebbiolo, however, and under this label is producing less than 100 dozen of each wine.

From one of Australia’s oldest nebbiolo plantings in the Adelaide Hills off the Ann Mary Lees vineyard. As another nebbiolo producer from the Hills, Col McBride of Some Young Punks, says ”quite different to Arrivo, I’ve found the wines off the site quite soft and feminine” which rings true for me too. This wine is unfiltered and unfined and produced with ‘traditional’ winemaking techniques. While my scoring may reflect one thing, my excitement for these wines punches well above the digits. 

This is fringe winemaking with a relatively unheralded (in Australia) variety being made without toeing a line; the pale purple/bronzed colour a good indicator that fiddling away terroir isn’t the intention. Provencal herbs, cola and black berry jumpstart the bouquet with an underlying warmth of cinnamon and clove spice. The palate has a pretty suppleness that drives with cool reserve but shows concentration of brambly dark fruit and sour cherry that firms into an encroaching, but gentle tannic grip. Delicately balanced with complexity and interest for the price, yet youthful and expressive with juicy, Australian drinkability. Very likeable. 
Rated : 92 Points

Fletcher Pyrenees Nebbiolo 2010 Sunday, Sep 25 2011 · 
By Mike Bennie 
David Fletcher’s fledgling nebbiolo wine label is pretty exciting. He says ‘with the help of a completely different climate and soil profiles to that of Italy’s northern regions, we are creating an exciting new version, that captures the classical flavours of the variety, yet the local ‘terroir’ puts its own signature on it’. It is what it is. No chicanery to make the wines ‘more Piedmontese’, though there is an echo in their inherent dispositions. The fruit comes off a single clone vineyard from ‘Malakoff Estate’ that has been in the ground since 2001. The wine is unfiltered and unfined. 

Semi-transparent garnet/purple colour. Great aromas of mocha, roasted coffee beans, briary blackberry and earth; a savoury assortment of just ripe fruit and undergrowth. The palate has a lifted sweetness but garners attention for gently gripping tannins woven into its long, layered frame, and for its youthful power. Again with wild berries, then earth and licorice root, with a faint sweetness of sour cherries. Finishes with brisk, whippy freshness of young mulberries and lingers with the faint burr of mixed spice and tar. Great now, could have gone up a point or two, but cellar time will make this even better. 
Rated : 91+ Points
